First Sunday of Advent

December 2, 2007
Mass Intentions
Mon.  6:30 A.M. Geraldine O’Neill Lectors
Tue.  6:30 A.M. Valerie Harbus Fr, 6:30 P.M.
10 AM. Loyd & Jerry O’Neill Sat. 9 A.M.
Wed. 6:30 A.M. Emillyn Harryman 5P.M.
6:30 P.M. Dorothy Smith Sun. 8 A.M.
Thu.  6:30 A.M. Bernard Zabransky 10 A.M.
Fri.  6:30 A.M. Gene Biehunko 11:30 A.M.
8:15 A.M. Roman Wenske, St. Offertory Gifts
10 A.M. Joe Wick Sat. 5P.M.
6:30 P.M. Agnes Culak Sun. 8 A.M.
Sat. 9 AM. K.J.Z.T. #1 Living & Deceased 10 A.M.
5P.M. Agnes Baros
Sun. 8 A.M. Irene Mican Fri, 6:30 P.M.
10 A.M. Frank & Lillian Herchek
11:30 A.M. Gustavo Canseco Sat. 9 AM.
. 5P.M.
Prayer List
If you know of someone in need of prayer—particularly Sun. 8 A.M.
those who are sick—please call the parish office or
Theresa Bordovsky at 293-3124 who maintains the list. 10 A.M.
Your Gift to God 11:30 AM.

St. Joseph Parish Support $5,519.55
St. Joseph Building Fund $545
St. Ann Parish Support $140

May God reward your generosity!

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Tuesday: 4 P.M. to 6 P.M. in Church

Fiesta de La Virgen

El Domingo 9 de Diciembre vamos a celebrar la fiesta de
la Virgen de Guadalupe con una Misa a las 11:30 A.M.
Inmediatamente despues vamos a seguir celebrando en el
Salon Parroquial. Todos estan invitados a traer un platillo
o postre. Tambien estamos invitados a las Mafanitas y el
Rosario el dia 12 de Diciembre a las 5 A.M. (que es el
verdadero dia de fiesta de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe).

Holy Day of Obligation

December 8" is a Holy Day of Obligation honoring the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Please note the Mass schedule: Friday evening the vigil will
be at 6:30 P.M., and Saturday morning the Mass of the day
will be at 9 A.M.

Lord Jesus!

Maranatha! Come

Liturgical Assignments

Carol Bade
Chatles Fikac
Susan Elizondo
Rick Jahn
Annette Williams
Teresa Hernandez

Margaret & Bennie Baros
Gabe Adamek Family
Nelson & Patti Jetter

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Ushers/Hospitality

Fri. 6:30 P.M.

Sat. 9 A.M.
5P.M.

Sun. 8 A.M.
10 A.M.

11:30 A.M.

Altar Servers
Fri. 8:15 A.M.

Fri. 6:30 P.M.
Sat 9 A.M.
5P.M.

Sun. 8 A.M.
10 A.M.

11:30 A.M.

Dawne Wendel, Wanda Zabransky,

Annie Rodriguez
Bob & Rita Atlitt, Theresa Belicek
Janet Adamek, John Bitterly,
Dorothy Zabransky

Lillie Vecera, Carolyn Janak,
Margaret Kutac

Victor & Marjorie Novak,
Georgia Kutach

Nina Arriaga

Chatles & Diane Havlik
Johnnie Salinas, Joe Zissa
Debbie Caka, Gerry Lee Jalufka,
Chatles & Diane Havlik

Mark Zinke, Jetf Falcon,

Lance Muenich, Robbie Hagan
Ruben & Opheila Trevino,
Kenneth & Lortie Adamek

Ben & Mary Gutierrez

Hailey Garrett, Reagan Renken,
Ryan Kvinta

Matthew, Anna, & Adam Kvinta
Preston Kocian, Jenna Braden,
Skyler Nobles

Zeke & Zan Nunez, Abby Hull
Frank Jalufka, Sean DeBord,
Matthew Berkovsky

Larissa & Tori Loredo,
Mercedes Dreitner

Fernando & Alex Gomez,
Rhiana Solis

Next Weekend: Special Collection

Next weekend a second collection is for retired Religious.



CDA Meeting and Party

The monthly meeting/Christmas party will be held on
Monday, December 3 at 6:30 P.M. at the Family Center.
Each member is asked to bring their favorite “finger food”
along with a gift for the Blue Santa program. Gifts are for
children between the ages of newborn to 10 years of age
and are not to be wrapped. Come enjoy an evening of
entertainment and fellowship.

K.J.Z.T. #37

The 3" quarterly meeting of the St. Ann K.J.Z.T. Society
#37 will be held December 4™ at 6 P.M. in the home of
Pauline Kloesel.

St. Joseph Altar Society

St. Joseph Altar Society will meet on Wednesday,
December 5 at 2:30 P.M. in the Parish Family Center.
Hostesses for the Christmas Meeting will be Mag Jahn,
Georgia Okruhlik, Marie Schumacher, Suzanne Sestak,
Dot Vrana, Roberta Wenzel, Marie Wegener, Joyce Word,
Mary Jemelka, Betty Benbow, Lillie Jemelka, Felipa
Rodriguez, Doris Friedel, and Lillian Fojtik. The Yoaku
High School Jazz band will perform Christmas music for
our enjoyment. Members are reminded to make a
selection from the Christmas gift list of food or the School
library fund.

K.J.ZT. #1

The Annual K.J.Z.T. #1 Christmas Meeting and Party will
be held on December 7" at 6 P.M. in the Family Center.
Meal will be served at 6:30 P.M. All members and their
families are encouraged to come. A monetary donation or
non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry would be
appreciated. RSVP by calling Helen Manning at 293-5420
or Bea Netardus at 293-2525.

24 Hour Adoration

We will observe our monthly 24 hour period of
Eucharistic Adoration following the Thursday morning
6:30 A.M. Mass. Adoration will be held in the Meeting
Room until Friday morning at 6 A.M. As a safety
precaution, the combination of the door may be used for
entry if the lever is turned to activate it. The combination
will again be 2-4-3.

First Friday Confessions

This Thursday from 5-5:45 P.M. confessions will be heard
in the Church in anticipation of First Friday.

First Friday Devotions
This Friday we will have devotions in honor of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus starting at 6:10 A.M. in the Church,
followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. The
Votive Mass of the Sacred Heart will follow at 6:30 A.M.

Missalettes

The Missalettes/Songbooks we use in the Church are
invaluable aids to our worship and celebration of the
Eucharist. And as they are so integral to our common
expression of praise and worship, they are intended to be
left in the Church. Please do not take the missalettes
home. If you would like a home version, there are
numerous publications you can subscribe to in order to
receive the readings and prayers of the Mass to help foster
private and personal faith/devotion. This past year
approximately 175 missalettes were taken from the Church
and not returned. As a little added information, our
annual order for missalettes/songbooks costs the parish
family a grand total of $3,131. It is a needed
expense...and the reasoning behind having them is that
they remain in the Church for everyone’s use. If you are
interested in ordering one of the aforementioned helps,
simply call the rectory or visit the Motherhouse Gift Shop
in Victoria.

2008 Calendars

We are most grateful to First State Bank for again
sponsoring our annual Church Calendars for 2008. The
Catholic Art calendars are available in the entrances of the
Church (one per household please).

Bulletin Sponsors

It’s so easy to take the simplest of things for granted. One
such item that we see on a weekly basis is our Sunday
church bulletin. We are grateful to all of our sponsors
who contribute to this project annually to subsidize the
costs involved in putting it together. Renewal letters have
been sent out to all of our sponsors asking for their
continued support in the new year. There will be a couple
of openings for anyone who might be interested to have
space on the rear page. If you are interested and have not
been contacted, simply call the parish office.

VC Catholic Students

The Catholic Students Association at Victoria College
invites all students to its Advent Mass and Social on
Tuesday, December 4 at 2 P.m. in the Student Center,
Rooms C-D.

Young Adult Retreat

January 12-13—Young Adult Retreat at the Spiritual
Renewal Center for Ages 18-25. Cost: $50 (Deadline:
January 6™). The purpose is to build a2 community of
dedicated young adults; to strengthen their faith; increase
their knowledge about the Catholic Church; to continue to
support each other and build long lasting friendships. For
more information call 573-5445 or email
holy.family.youthministry@hotmail.com.



Our Lady of Guadalupe:
Patroness of the Americas

We will observe the feast as a parish family on Sunday,
December 9 at the 11:30 A.M. Mass. All are invited.
Please bring your favorite dish to share at the gathering
afterwards in the Family Center. On the actual feast day
(December 12) we will have the morning serenade to the

Virgin followed by recitation of the rosary—all starting at
5:30 A.M. in the Church.

Advent Penance Services

Parishes throughout the deanery will be holding special
Penance Services where extra priests will be on hand to
assist with the Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to the
Christmas feast. All begin at 5:30 P.M.

Monday, Dec. 17: Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Shiner
Tuesday, Dec. 18 Sacred Heart, Hallettsville
Wednesday, Dec. 19:  St. Joseph, Moulton
Thursday, Dec. 20: St. Joseph, Yoakum

Sacramento de la Penitencia

Nuestra Familia Parroquial va a tener una celebracion del
sacramento de la penitencia (confesiones) el dia Jueves, 20
de Diciembre, a las 5:30 P.M. Sacerdotes (bilingties) del
area van a ayudarnos con esta celebracion.

La Inmaculada Concepcion

El dia 8 de Diciembre es un dia de obligacion para todos
los Catolicos. Es la fiesta de la santisima Madre de Dios:

la Inmaculada Concepcion. Tenemos Misa el dia 7 a las
6:30 P.M. y el dia 8 a las 9 A.M.

Christmas Mass Schedule

Monday, December 24
5 P.M. Children’s Mass
10 P.M. Vigil Mass: St. Ann, Hochheim

Tuesday, December 25:
12:01 A.M., “Midnight” Mass
9 A.M. Mass of Christmas Day

January 1: Holy Day of Obligation

This January 1% is a Holy Day of Obligation. It is the
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. Masses will be
celebrated on Monday, December 31 at 6:30 P.M. and on
January 1 at 9 A.M.

Christmas Flowers

Extra envelopes are available in the Church entrance for
those who would like to donate towards the expenses of
the Christmas floral decorations. Memorials and their
donors will be listed in the bulletin after Christmas. You
may drop the envelope in the basket or bring it by the
parish office during the week.

Advent Reflection...
Praising the Names of Jesus:
The “O” Antiphons

It is especially in the final week of Advent that our
attention is fixed on the messianic promises proclaimed by
the ancient prophets of Israel. A distinctive feature of the
Liturgy of the Hours in the week preceding the Christmas
Vigil is the antiphon sung at Vespers (evening prayer)
before and after the recitation of the Magnificat.
Originally incorporated into the monastic office in the
Middle Ages, these antiphons, often called the “Greater
Antiphons” or the “O Antiphons,” are also echoed in the
daily lectionary as the verse for the Gospel acclamation
during the week. They add a mood of eager expectation
to the liturgy that builds throughout these seven days and
climaxes at Christmas.

The O Antiphons have been described as “a unique work
of art and a special ornament of the pre-Christmas liturgy,
filled with the Spirit of the Word of God.” They “create a
poetry that fills the liturgy with its splendor,” and their
composer shows “a magnificent command of the Bible’s
wealth of motifs.” The antiphons are, in fact, a collage of
Old Testament types of Christ. Their predominant theme
is messianic, stressing the hope of the Savior’s coming.
Jesus is invoked by various titles, mainly taken from the
prophet Isaiah. The sequence progresses historically, from
the beginning, before creation, to the very gates of
Bethlehem.

In their structure, each of the seven antiphons follows the
same pattern, resembling a traditional liturgical prayer.
Each O Antiphon begins with an invocation of the
expected Messiah, followed by praise of Him under one of
His particular titles. Each ends with a petition for God’s
people, relevant to the title by which he is addressed, and
the cry for Him to “Come.”

The seven titles attributed to Jesus in the antiphons are:
Wisdom (Sapientia), Ruler of the House of Israel (Adonai),
Root of Jesse (Radix), Key of David (Clavis), Rising Dawn
(Oriens), King of the Gentiles (Rex), and Emmanuel. In
Latin the initials of the titles make an acrostic which, when
read backwards means “Tomorrow I will be there” (“Ero
cras”). To the medieval mind this was clearly a reference
to the approaching Christmas vigil.

Today the O Antiphons are most familiar to us in the
hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” Each verse of the
hymn parallels one of the antiphons. In addition to their
use in the Liturgy of the Hours and the Gospel
Acclamation, they have been popularly incorporated into
Church devotions and family prayer.



